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Haiti  -  January 13, 2010 

Eccl. 3:1 

By the grace of God, many of us have never known hunger, 
devastation, and despair as some people experience it. And 
when we see their circumstances we respond with grateful 
hearts, providing food, shelter, medical assistance and love. 
May the Lord help us to see that many of these people, and 
countless others, also need spiritual relief.  We have been 
given the ministry of reconciliation:  We are privileged to 
participate in the work God is doing: search and rescue work!    

Mexicali  -  November 21, 2009 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, es-
pecially to those who belong to the family of 
believers” (Galatians 6:9-10).   

The Latin American Bible Institute in 
Mexicali has been established with a 
“harvest” in mind. Your generous gifts 
are making it possible for some very 
dedicated people, who happen  to 
speak Spanish,  to prepare them-
selves for ministry. We have 5 stu-
dents attending classes now, and 
several more ready to start in the 
summer of 2010. The believers who 
commit themselves to this rigorous 
two-year program deserve our contin-
ued financial support, as well as our 
prayers and encouragement.   

Everyone wants to participate in the 
harvesting, of course; seeing God’s 
kingdom expand into more and more 
communities where the Spanish lan-
guage is spoken.  But, before reaping 
and harvesting, there’s a lot of plant-
ing, cultivating, and watering that has 
to be done.  Thank you for rolling up 
your sleeves, and making sacrifices 
to the Glory of God.   

Spring is just around the corner, and 
with it comes a time to plant.  Let’s 
not allow ourselves to become weary, 
but keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, 
“the author and perfector of our faith,” 
(Hebrews 12:2), let’s continue to plant 
for a harvest that will truly bring glory 
to God.   

Don’t Become Weary 



It takes more than $450 a month to 

meet the operating expenses for 

one chair (with a student). Your 

contribution, however, may be $50, 

$100, $250, $500, or more, each 

month.  You can mail your gift to 

the address below, or you can 

send it along on-line. 

www.labionline.com 

Latin American Bible Institute 

of Mexicali (LABIM) 

 Woodward Park Church of Christ 

7886 N. Millbrook Avenue 

Fresno, CA  93720  

Ph:  (559) 446-2550 

Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration of this project. 

Latin American Bible Institute of Mexicali Thank you for your prayerful 

ά¢ƘŜ {ǳƴǎǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ tǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ όǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴǎŜǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛōƭŜ Lƴǎǘƛπ
tute), did not just happenτeven though its scanty records might leave that 
impression.  It came about by much prayer, agonizing thoughts, and care-
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƭŀƛŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜŘΦέ 
Cline Paden wrote this statement in regard to the Llano Estacado Esquelo 
Biblia, later named the Latin-American Bible School, which became the 
Sunset School of Preaching, and SIBI.  Mr. Paden, of course, founded the 
school back in 1962.  A half century later we can only look back with utter 
amazement at what God has done.   

Both the records and facilities of the Latin American Bible Institute in Mexi-
Ŏŀƭƛ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ άǎŎŀƴǘȅέ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎŜŜŘΦ 
Constantly before us are the questions Paul raised in Romans 10 regarding 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΥ  άIƻǿΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ 
on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one 
of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone 
ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΚ  !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘΚέ ¢ƘƻǎŜ 
ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ άƎƻέ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 
but, we can certainly be involved in sending those who are willing and able 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
is not shared by everyone.  Some folks are very hungry for the truth!        

Precious Seeds 

Terry Hinton, Joe Boe, and Keith Parker  have 
returned from their trip to the Latin American 
Bible Institute in Mexicali with high hopes. The 
students continue to be dedicated to the work 
that Liberato sets before them each day in 
preparation for the ministry. Classes start each 
morning at 7:00 a.m., and end with a time of 
devotion every afternoon.  The students then 
get together to study the material. Each one 
of them encourages the others.  Their training 
will give them a proficiency in both the Old 
and New Testaments, a familiarity with Greek 
and Hebrew, and an approach to bible study 
that helps them to understand the intended 
purpose of each verse.  As they grow in know-
ledge, of course, they will become confident, 
and more bold in their ability to teach others. 
Praise God for the power of his word!      

Mother, child, and daddy (Daniel 
Martinez) faithfully attend class 
together. Amilkar, (just 3 months 
old), already enjoys an extended 
family.  After class, students can 
be found singing and praying to-
gether, studying together, eating 
together; building lifelong memories and friendships.     



V O L U M E 1 ,  IS S U E 1 1 ,  PA G E 3  

Save your change in one of our 

cans to help pay for many of the 

things our students need:  

¶ Room and Board 

¶ Live videoconferencing 

¶ Class materials & Supplies 

¶ Toiletries, Linens, etc., etc.  

¶ Administrative costs  

Change cans are available from the 

Woodward Park Church of Christ.  

If you call, email, or contact us  

directly, weôll see that you get as 

many cans as you need. 

 

Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration of this project. 

Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration of this project. 

Brothers and sisters, I am indebted to all of you because without your 
constant prayers and financial gifts it would have been difficult, if not im-
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  
Along with my family, I am about to finish this endeavor at SIBI in May, 
and therefore, your continual partnership will be crucial as we pursue new 
opportunities that will lead us into a life of ministry.   

From my heart I would like to echo the words of thanksgiving that the 
ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ όмΥоŦŦύΥ  άL ǘƘŀƴƪ Ƴȅ DƻŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ 
remembrances of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer 
for you all (in Mexicali, California, and other parts of the United States), in 
view of your participation in our education in the gospel since August of 
2008 until now.  I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a 
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  For it is only 
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, 
since both in my difficulties and in the learning and preaching of the gos-
ǇŜƭΣ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ    

The Mexicali—Lubbock Connection César Gámez 

César is a member of the church in Mexicali, and he has spent the past 
two years receiving preacher training at SIBI in Lubbock.   Praise God! 

Still Running the Race 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ор ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
the Palm Avenue Church of Christ 
first sent Esteban Lopez to Mexico 
to establish a church in Mexicali.  
IŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΗ  !ƭƻƴƎ 
with Liberato Ovalle, Esteban is 
providing nurture, direction, and 
encouragement to the students at 
LABIM.   

Instruction is given directly in the  
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ άǇƛǇŜŘ ƛƴέ 
from Houston, and other locations 
where SIBI has developed Spanish 
speaking curriculum.  Eventually, 
we hope to have these classes 
made available in Fresno, and 

other West Coast locations.   Then 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 
brothers from our own back yard to 
take the gospel to the Spanish speak-
ing people into our local communi-
ǘƛŜǎΦ  LŦ рл҈ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
will be Hispanic within the next two 
decades, and many of them will be 
Spanish speaking, we cannot afford 
to wait. The ROI (return on investment) 
is expected to be tremendous.  Look 
what faith has accomplished through 
our brother Esteban in Mexicali. Each 
student at the Latin American Bible 
Institute has the same potential.  And 
who knows who they may influence!   

 



www.LABIM.net 

7886 N. Millbrook Avenue 

Fresno, California  93720 

To:   

Did You Know? 

Did you know that the Latin American Bible Institute 
in Mexicali is an extension of SIBI in Lubbock?  The 
Woodward Park Church of Christ, and the church in 
Mexicali, are in partnership with Sunset. Arthur 
Puente is the immediate overseer of the work for 
SIBI, while Terry Hinton and the eldership at Wood-
ward Park oversee the physical needs of the school.  
Did you know there is an increasing need for trained 
preachers to fill pulpits in the United States?  Sunset 
in Lubbock has graduated almost 3000 students to 
fill this need, and there are more pulpits in churches 
of Christ filled by Sunset graduates than any other 
ministry training school or Christian College or uni-
versity in the United States.  There are more than  
4000 students and graduates from Sunset interna-
tional schools filling Spanish speaking pulpits in the 
United States, Central and South America.  Sunset 
has helped to plant more than 265 churches, 
(almost 600 in the last 3 years).  These congrega-
tions meet all across the globe in all kinds of set-
tings.  Church planting has become part of the Sun-
set curriculum, and most schools plant congrega-
tions on a regular basis.   

The students above are from the Instituto de Prepar-
ŀŎƛƻƴ ŘŜ hōǊŜǊƻǎΣ WƛƴƻǘŜƎŀΣ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩǎ 
most active international schools.  It represents the 
expectations we have for the school in Mexicali, of 
which many of you have become supporters.  Dreams 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴ-
ued prayers for LABIM is precious to the students. It is 
not by might, or power, but by the Spirit of God that 
the Latin American Bible Institute in Mexicali will grow.   
aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
given the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), and if that 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘΦ  ά!ǎƪ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎέ (Matthew 9:38).   


