
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          www.labionline.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

More than 400 million  Latino/Hispanic people 
live in the Americas, most of whom speak the 
Spanish language in their homes.  Many of 
these people have never heard the true Gospel,   
only a distorted version, mixed with the rules 
traditions of men.  We have an ñobligation,ò as 
the apostle Paul said, to provide them with the 
New Testament Gospel, which is ñthe power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believesò 
(Rom. 1:16).  Thatôs why weôre determined at 
LABI to train men in the Spanish language with 
the best curriculum available, and with the latest 
technology.  Letôs put our hands together in 
support of this outreach. 

Ready for Harvest  

   In This Issue: 
¶ Dedication Celebration in Mexicali 
¶ Partners - Expanding the Kingdom 
¶ Meeting the LABI Team 
¶ The Importance of Language 
  
  

LABI Journal  

    To train and equip preachers, teachers, 
and church leaders who can successfully 
communicate the Gospel to the Spanish 
speaking community, making disciples and 
establishing churches that are firmly 
planted in the Word of God.   
    The opportunity for growth within the 
Spanish speaking community is great, both 
within our own borders, and throughout the 
Americas.  We are committing our 
resources to this outreach ministry.  

           Our Mission  

On the 21st of March, representatives from the Woodward Park Church 
of Christ, the Sunset International Bible Institute, and brothers from the 
church in Mexicali, Mexico met together to dedicate the new preacher 
training school being established in Mexicali, the Latin American Bible 
Institute.  Members of the local church and Maria Lopez prepared a 
fabulous meal for everyone on Friday evening (3/20), and Carol Hinton, 
Virginia Edwards, Lana Minor, Cedric Rowe and several women from 
the Mexicali church also prepared a wonderful ñpicnicò for us again on 
Saturday (3/21).  Most of us probably ate too much, but the fellowship 
was fantastic.  After our meal a group of young men from the Mexicali 
congregation sang a few songs for us ï Bueno!   Terry Hinton made a 
presentation of a couple plaques during the dedication ceremonies, 
giving recognition to the Hendricksonôs for their generosity in support of 
this ministry, and Esteban Lopez, (minister for the Mexicali Church), 
provided us with 35 years of the history of his work in that area.    Bro.   
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Rudy Wray provided us with a wonderful ñvisionò of the work that Sunset has 
been involved with for several years now, and of which the Latin American 
Bible Institute is the last link, to take the gospel throughout the Americas to 
the Spanish-speaking people.  Miami, Houston, and now Mexicali, are hubs 
from which the training of preachers, teachers, and church leaders begins.  
From those cities we can broadcast regular classes, and interactive video- 
conferencing classes throughout Central and South America, as well as into 
every part of the United States.  Rudy will be contributing to this effort from 
Portland Oregon, and the Woodward Park Church of Christ will have classes 

available in the Central San Joaquin Valley.  As 
you can see, there really are no limits!  In our 
Bible study on Sunday morning, Rudy brought us 
a wonderful lesson from Matthew 16, which he 
delivered in both Spanish and English.  With 
more than 40 years of his life spent reaching out 
to the Spanish-speaking world with the Gospel, 
Rudy is a cherished asset to our brotherhood, 
and apparently not slowing down for a moment.   

 
Liberato Ovalle and his wife, Elodia, were also 
at the dedication festivities.  Liberato is the dean 
of the school, and he is committed to sending 
out men from the Latin American Bible 
Institute who are prepared in every area of life.  
He has worked with Sunset throughout Mexico, 
(most recently in Toluca), and is well respected 
among the brethren.  We are fortunate to have 
him on staff at the school.    
 

 
Cesar Gamez and his wife, Ixchel, (pictured at 
the right), have made a commitment to LABI 
school as well.  Cesar is about halfway through 
his studies at Sunset Int. Bible Inst., and will be 
spending time this summer with the Woodward 
Park Church of Christ as an intern, helping to 
build up the local Spanish-speaking churches, 
and to raise money for the school.  A college 
graduate who has worked as a business 
analyst for Honeywell, Cesar is a multi-talent 
disciple of Jesus Christ.   
 
Cesar and his wife are standing in front of the 
new dormitories for LABI, and the classrooms 
are now under construction.  Our best estimate 
is that the school will be ready to receive students beginning the middle of August.  There are plenty 
of opportunities to give:  Bedding, office equipment, etc.  Contact Terry Hinton (559) 485-3714.   

 Enormous Potential  

  Our Incredible Partners  

 

 

 

 

 Enormous Potential  

  Our Incredible Partners  

 

 

 

 

 Enormous Potential  

  Our Incredible Partners  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two                ways for you to give your financial                            
support  to           LABI.  (1) By putting your extra 
change     in one of our cans, and (2) by 
                                                becoming a ñChair Partner.ò      
                                                 If you are unable to commit  

Ask for                                        to giving a regular monthly 

a can and                                        amount for a chair, you 

make a                                               are still able to support     

difference!                                            this exciting work and         

                                                   help us to encourage the 
                                              men who are preparing them- 
selves to expand the Kingdom of God among the Spanish 
speaking people in our communities.   Check out the details on our Website:  www.labionline.com.             
Brothers and sisters, once we get the school up and running, weôll be able to start using interactive 
video conferencing classes to teach men throughout the Southwest and California in the Spanish                          
language.  Itôs going to take 100ôs of us giving up  
$350 per month per man in a chair, and $450 per 
month for our married students.  Our schedule 
calls for classes to begin in August, so obviously 
we need the funds A.S.A.P.  Please give this 
your earnest consideration.  The Latin American 
for us to invest our time, our prayers, and our 
money.  Letôs put our hands together.   

 The Importance of  Language                                              
       
The Spanish language serves as an important unifying force in the Mexican American community.  
Unlike members of many other immigrant groups,  most 2nd and 3rd generation Mexican Americans 
have not given up their native language.  Both English and Spanish are spoken in around 70% of  
Mexican American households.  Also, because of the close proximity of the United States and 
Mexico, many people spend a good deal of time in both countries.  Actually, the Spanish language 
used by most Mexican Americans is heavily influenced by English, and is often now referred to as 
ñSpanglish.ò  The continual influx of Hispanic immigrants, who continue to speak their native 
language within their communities, has reinforced the role of Spanish in the United States.  For this 
reason, the Latin American Bible Institute will not only be training men who speak the Spanish 
language to go into the communities of Mexico and Central America, but the same training will soon 
be available at satellite schools, (i.e., the Woodward Park Church of Christ in Fresno, CA), where 
classes will be available to men who are bilingual, and they will be able to take the Gospel into the 
Spanish-speaking communities of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California, and everywhere the 
Spanish language is being spoken.   
 

1. Itôs good stewardship because itôs effective (we get the biggest ñbangò for our buck).  
2. Itôs obedient to the great commission we have been given by Jesus (Mark 16:15).  
3. Itôs an opportunity for the churches of Christ to work together to His glory.  

Check out our website:  www.labionline.com  
Become a Chair Partner, or make the LABI coin cans a habit in your home and congregation, or 
both.  Get financially involved, and hold this ministry up in your prayers.  This is a ñgrass rootsò fund-
raising effort by the churches of Christ to the glory of our God.   

            Partners Expanding the Kingdom  

 

Latin American      
Bible Institute 

An Investment in the 
future of  Christôs 

church in America. 
Great Stewardship! 
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Woodward Park Church of Christ 
7886 N. Millbrook Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93720 

 To: 
  

                
                          

  Members of  the LABI Team  
Esteban Lopez, who began a work in Mexicali more than 35 years ago, 
was our gracious host for the weekend, along with his wife Maria.  Our 
brother has done a wonderful job of presenting the gospel in Mexicali,  
and the church has many young families involved in the work.  Esteban  
is a very respected leader in the Latino/Hispanic community, and a 
great role model for young men like Cesar Gamez and others.                                                                                                                                    
____________________________________________________ 
Terry Hinton, an elder with the Woodward Park Church of Christ, had a 
great message for us at the dedication, challenging each of us to con- 
sider the part that God has chosen for us to fulfill in His plans:  Plans 
that are even more grand than we can imagine.  We cannot allow our- 
selves to become discouraged, because with God, of course, ñall things 
are possibleò (Mark 10:27.  Terry oversees the work in Mexicali for the 
Woodward Park church.      

Cline Paden began the Latin American Bible School in 1962, and his 
dream grew into the Sunset Int. Bible Institute.  Under the leadership of 
Truitt Adair, it continues to produce well trained preachers, evangelists, 
and missionaries, who are taking the saving message of Jesus into all 
parts of the world.  The Latin American Bible Institute is a dream that is 
becoming a reality, and weôre all so fortunate to be a part of it.       
  
  

                                   


