
The growth of the Hispanic  

(or Latino) community in Cali-

fornia continues to grow at an 

unprecedented rate.  It is es-

timated that by year 2020 this 

group of people will be more 

than 50% of the Stateôs total 

population, and of course, it 

already exceeds this amount 

in several counties.  Of that 

number, however, they still 

represent a small percentage 

of the Lordôs church, and of 

those who are members, too 

many are alienated from the 

ñangloò congregations, often 

meeting in separate facilities 

altogether. The Hispanic 

population has long been a 

target of the Catholic church, 

and they are now the target 

of ñEvangelicalsò and 

cults representing 

every aberration of 

Christianity.  In Latin 

America, these out-

reach programs are 

very strong and they 

have been effective.  

Letôs address some 

assumptions we may 

have made that may 

have limited our ef-

fectiveness in trying 

to reach the Spanish

-speaking people 

here at home: If we 

assumed that our 

ñmelting potò would 

quickly help to as-

similate them into 

mainstream culture,  

this has not proven to 

be true.  Language is 

not the only considï 

eration.  ñOnce they 

have learned Englishò  

we assumed weôd have 

just one congregation, 

but often they maintain 

a separate fellowship.  

It is true that many of 

the Hispanic people 

have acculturated, but 

they have not assimi-

lated.  While many of 

the European immi-

grants assimilated into 

one body, Hispanic 

people often do not.  A 

constant influx of new 

immigrants from south 

of our border, and the 

close proximity of the 

border, make this a 

more complex issue.  

Another assumption is 

that all Hispanics are   

the same.  While many 

of them speak Spanish 

and share some cul-

tural similarities, there 

are also many differ-

ences among this 

group of people.   
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Cesar, Ixchel, and 
Simei are spending 
June and July with 
the Woodward Park 
church this summer.  
Cesar will be raising 
funds for the Latin 
American Bible Inst. 
and working with 

Hispanic brethren to 
take the gospel to 
Spanish-speaking 
people in the San  
Joaquin Valley.  He 
is half-way through 
his Sunset training.    
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Our dormitories are 

ready, and the classï 

rooms are being built. 

Weôll be ready for the 

1st classes to begin  

the 24th of August. 

Church in Mexicali 2009 is 

great; singing, praying, the 

Lordôs Table, giving, and 

preaching. ñ..one Lord, one 

faith, one baptismò Eph. 4.  

Because we are all one in 

Christ, the worship service 

is awesome! 



One of the great teachings the 

Lord provides us with on giving 

comes from a story in Luke 21, 

where we find Jesus looking at 

people as they put their gifts into 

the offering.  Two of the primary 

things we learn from this lesson 

are that he saw what they gave, 

and that he saw how they gave. 

The Lord doesnôt give us 10% as 

a standard, or 25%, but 100% for 

those who are truly his disciples. 

The reason he noticed the widow 

is that she gave ñeverything she 

hadò (Mark 12:44).  In other 

words, her giving was sacrificial, 

and not out of her ñabundance.ò  

She wasnôt trying to get the at-

tention of those around her, in 

the Latin American Bible Inst. is 

one way of saying we recognize 

that every dime is important; that 

we want to be good stewards of 

every nickel the Lord puts in our 

hands.  We really donôt have any 

ñextraò money, do we?  Any 

more than we have time to 

waste, or ñkill.ò    

      

what opportunities are we miss-

ing to expand the Kingdom of 

God during our lifetime?  The 

We are all familiar with Romans 

10:14, but have you considered 

what a difference a school like 

LABI  can make in our world?  If 

almost 100% of 3rd generation 

Hispanic people in the United 

States speak English, but we do 

not reach out to them while they 

are 1st generation immigrants, 

church has been given the com-

mand to ñgoò and ñpreachò the 

gospel, to save souls, because 

God ñisnôt willing that anyone 

should perish,ò (2 Peter 3:9).  

Weôve got a great opportunity to 

ñpreachò to the Spanish speak-

ing people in our own towns and 

neighborhoods.   
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fact, quite the opposite was true. 

Where-as those with wealth 

could make quite a noise as 

they threw their big coins into 

the treasury, her two little copper 

coins would be an embarrassï 

ment to many people.  In one 

sense, the amount is not the 

critical issue, but our attitude. In 

another sense, the amount we 

give reflects our attitudeï It says 

whether or not weôre grateful for 

what God has done for us.  If we 

put 10% in the offering, but use 

the other 90% selfishly, we are 

not making a sacrifice, but only 

giving ñout of our abundance.ò   

Giving your ñspareò change to 

his home in the Portland, OR 

area to promote this outreach to 

Spanish-speaking people and to 

insure itôs success.    

No one person, and no group of 

people can even imagine what 

needs to be done for a school 

like the Latin American Bible 

Institute to be ñborn,ò but God 

brings the ñstuffò and people to-

gether to His glory.  Rudy Wray, 

who has been working with SIBI 

as the Dean of Ministry Training 

- Pan America, now works from 

  

Rudy is bi-lingual, and has spent many 

years as a missionary in Spanish speaking 

countries.  He has a heart for this work!    

How Can They Hear Without a Preacher?  

God is Working  

Luke 21 - (The Widowõs Offering) 



Hispanic people need Anglo 

leadership, or that itôs accept-

able to treat Hispanic brothers 

and sisters like second-class 

citizens in the Kingdom.   

The future offers great opporï 

tunity, and great challenges for 

the Lordôs Church.  The key 

question for the established 

church is whether or not we will 

build bridges to the Hispanic 

community, or remain insulated 

and isolated.  We need to help 

support the planting of His-

panic congregations where it is 

appropriate to do so, to invite 

and encourage bi-cultural 

churches wherever it is possi-

Hispanics trace their lineage in the 

Americaôs to 22 different countries, 

including the U.S.  The  largest 

groups come from Puerto Rico, 

Cuba, and Mexico, but there are a 

growing number from Central 

America.  Some Hispanics are 

Mestizo, others are from Italy, or 

they are Asian, or Black.  Another 

mistaken assumption is that all 

Hispanics are ñforeigners,ò and see 

themselves that way.  Hispanic 

people have a long history in the 

U.S., in particular in the Southwest 

and California.  They are not for-

eigners, and do not wish to be 

treated as such.  It is also a mis-

take to make the assumption that  

ble to establish one, (where both 

English and Spanish are spo-

ken).  And we must open our 

arms to the Hispanic people who 

speak English, welcoming them 

into the fellowship of well estab-

lished churches as important 

members of the Body of Christ.  

(John 17:20-23)   
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 )  Hispanics in California  

their own language, and whenï 

ever possible, with their own 

people.  Our preacher training 

schools in Ethiopia, for instance, 

donôt teach men from Mexico to 

take the good news into the vil-

lages of the Ethiopians, but men 

from those very villages.  In the 

same way, the Latin American 

Bible Institute will teach men 

who speak Spanish to take the 

good news into Mexico.  

Through this facility in Mexicali, 

we will send classes, (via the 

internet), into CA and elsewhere, 

where bi-lingual men can take the 

classes and then share the gospel 

with the Latino-Hispanic people in 

our own backyard.  Our ñmissionò 

is to expand the Kingdom of God, 

and there isnôt a more effective 

way to do that than to speak the 

language of those people who are 

lost.  (Acts 2:6) 

The ñmissionò of the church is to 

evangelize, (Mk. 16:15), to reach 

out to the world with the gospel of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Because 

we cannot all ñgoò and ñpreach,ò 

we want to know how we can get 

the ñbiggest bang for our bucks,ò 

how we can be the most efficient 

with our missionary dollars, which 

is good stewardship.  Well, the 

most effective way to evangelize 

is to take the gospel to people in 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

Why is LABI important to me?  

Naturally You Want to Know, òHow Can I Help?ó 
It will take between $350 and $450 each month to have one of our students sit 

in one of the chairs at LABI.  This will allow us to provide for that preacher in 

training, a secure and adequate place for instruction, their meals, toiletries, and 

other necessary items, allowing the students to concentrate completely on their 

classes.  Once theyôve completed their two-year program, they will no longer 

receive our financial supportðThe money will be used to ñchairò new students.  

For details on how you can participate in this support, please visit our website:  

www.labionline.com , or contact:  Terry Hinton (559-485-3714), Joe Boe ( 559-
970-9910), or Gary Villamor (559-281-7414). 

http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/85704273/Lifesize


preachers the whole gospel and 

send them into the whole world.  

Many of our congregations have 

shriveled and died in the last 50 

years, but we can reverse that 

trend by making it our priority to 

Every community deserves to 

have a congregation of the 

Church of Christ, whether in 

Mexico, Central America, or the 

United States.  Thatôs the goal 

for the Latin American Bible Inst. 

We have a national education 

system that says it will ñleave no 

child behind.ò  As the Lordôs 

church, can we leave any state, 

town, or neighborhood behind?  

We donôt have enough qualified 

preachers to fill the existing pul-

pits in the United States, and yet 

we need to establish hundreds 

and thousands of new churches 

all across the country.  It isnôt an 

option - Weôve got to train new 

reach out to the Latino/Hispanic 

people.  They not only need to 

hear the good news, but they 

are generally eager to hear.  We 

want to thank all of you who are 

already supporting this work.      
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