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A Servants Heart  Inauguration in Mexicali  

Picture of Marcos Miranda 

Brother Marcos Miranda is not 
only the pulpit minister for the 
West McKinley Church of Christ in 
Fresno, CA, but he has been a tire-
less supporter of the preacher 
training school in Mexicali, LABIM.   

Marcos uses his bi-lingual abilities 
to make communication between 
the Spanish speaking church in 
Mexicali, and the English speaking 
church from Fresno, possible.   

Additionally, the West McKinley 
church is giving financial support 
to the school, saving their change 
in coin cans that are supplied by 
this ministry.  (Churches that are 
unable to commit to a specific 
amount of money each month are 
still able to contribute to LABIM.  
In fact, a large % of our gifts now 
come to us in those coin cans.)  
Thank you, Marcos, for having the 
heart of a servant.  And thank 
you, Mary, for being such a good 
άƘŜƭǇƳŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
work in Mexicali too.  May God 
continue to use you both to His 
glory  in Fresno, and Mexicali.      

Thank you, West McKinley Church, 
for your support.  

On August 17th classes began in Mexicali 
to prepare preachers, teachers, and 
church leaders, to take the Gospel into 
ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ   ²ŜΩǊŜ 
starting with five students, but the dream 
is only beginning to unfold.   

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ άǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎέ ƛƴǘƻ aŜȄƛŎŀƭƛ ŦǊƻƳ 
Houston, TX and Quito, Ecuador, while 
others are being taught right in the class-
room by Liberato Ovalle, who has been 
doing this for years.  The initial classes 
include Greek, Human Relations, The His-
tory of the Church, Old Testament studies, 
and The Sermon on the Mount.  By the 
second week in October students will be 
ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊƛƎƻǊπ
ous and grueling semester, (some classes 
begin at 7:00 a.m.) but with your prayers, 
their love for the Lord, and the grace of 
DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǎΦ   

As important as their study of scripture is, 
our students must be whole people; that 
is, they must love the Lord and love their 
neighbors.  Spreading the gospel is more 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ 
that is Christ-like.  To minister to others 
ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ άŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇΦέ  !ƴ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ άŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǳǇέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  
promotes an atmosphere in which good 
character is developed.  Knowing the right 
words, (love, faith, grace, and righteous-
ƴŜǎǎύΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
them.  Therefore, the school is an exten-
sion of the church; it is a family in which 
all the members are helping one another 
to maturity in Christ.  The students are 
making great sacrifices to be there, and 
the school is nurturing their development.       

 Joe, Marcos, Terry, Daniel, Esteban, 
Arthur, and Liberato are providing 
leadership and direction for the new 
school, which is off to a great start! 

These people are going to make a 
huge impact in the world as they 
take the gospel into the Spanish-
speaking community: Oscar, Daniel 
and his wife, Melinda, Oscar and 
Raul, are the  first class at the Latin 
American Bible Institute in Mexicali 
(IBLAM is the acronym in Spanish, 
and LABIM in English). The seed has 
been planted; with your support 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
work, and God will give the increase. 
ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿŜŀǊȅ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
good, for at the proper time we will 
ǊŜŀǇ ŀ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦέ 
Dŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ сΥф   ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ 
ǿƻǊƪǎέ ǘƘŀǘ  DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
us to do. 
(Eph. 2:10)  
We have  
been saved 
for this very 
purpose; to 
tell others 
about Jesus.  
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It takes more than $450 a month to 

meet the operating expenses for 

one chair (with a student). Your 

contribution, however, may be $50, 

$100, $250, $500, or more per 

month.  You can mail your gift to 

the address below, or you can 

send it along on-line. 

Would you like to contribute? 

Latin American Bible Institute 

of Mexicali (LABIM) 

 Woodward Park Church of Christ 

7886 N. Millbrook Avenue 

Fresno, CA  93720  

Ph:  (559) 446-2550 

Thank you for your prayerful 

consideration of this mission. 

Why do we want to Evangelize Mexico?  

LǎƴΩǘ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΚ  LǎƴΩǘ 
everyone in Mexico a Catholic, and  
always going to be a Catholic?  These 
are questions people in the U.S. may 
be tempted to ask.  The truth of the 
matter is, there are millions of people 
ƛƴ aŜȄƛŎƻ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ άōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘέ ǿƘŜƴ 
they were little children into Roman 
Catholicism, but they know very little 
about those practices and beliefs, and 
almost never attend a Catholic mass.   
¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ά/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ƛƴ 
ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
tradition in their community.   

For this reason, there is a lot of super-
stition among these people, and miss 
information that has been handed 
down from one generation to the 
next.  For those Spanish-speaking 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎέ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ 
their religion is often little more than 
ritual and form.   

The truth of the matter is, many of 
the people in Mexico are totally unς 
churched.  These millions of lost souls 
have no personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, and many of them are 
hungry to learn about Him. Like many 
people in the United States, God is no 
more than a policeman who is wait-
ing for an opportunity to punish them 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ άǇƛŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅέ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 
Mexico.   

This is the simple, singular hallway 
that leads to the classrooms and our 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘ [!.LaΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
students are doing inside those doors 
ŎƻǳƭŘ άǊƻŎƪέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōŜς 
coming effective communicators  and 
learning how to take the gospel to 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ άǘƘƛǊǎǘȅέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
those students, if you will, and for the 
teachers and administrators who la-
bor with them on a day-to-day basis. 
Your prayers are our most form-
idable weapon!     

The church in Mexicali, under the 
leadership of Esteban Lopez, has 
committed itself to supporting the 
physical needs of the school.  From 
painting the walls, to preparing 
meals for students and keeping the 
facilities clean, IBLAM is a priority 
to these brothers & sisters in Christ.   

All in the Family!  As you know, we have many Spanishς 
speaking people in the United States. 
Many of those people come from our 
neighboring country, Mexico; others 
come from places in Central and 
South America, as well as countries in 
the Caribbean.  Many of these people 
want to learn to speak English, and 
they want to worship within an Eng-
lish speaking congregation, but at the 
moment they are unable to do so.  By 
using the school in Mexicali, Mexico, 
ŀǎ ŀ άƘǳōΣέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ 
classes into several locations in the 
Western United States, where men 
who speak the Spanish language can 
become equipped to take the Gospel 
to Spanish-speaking people in our 
local communities. 

Liberato Ovalle speaks almost no Eng-
lish, Joe Boe speaks almost no Span-
ish, but our brother Marcos Miranda 
is bi-ƭƛƴƎǳŀƭΦ  [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ 
when people who love the Lord are 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ім ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΣ 
evangelism!  Together, these brothers 
are working to reach the Spanish-
speaking community with the truth, 
whether those people are in Mexico 
or the San Joaquin Valley, Portland, 
Oregon, or Canada.             

     Why evangelize Mexico?  Because 
there are lost souls in Mexico, just as 
there are in Mendota, Firebaugh, Los 
Banos, Dos Palos and Fresno.   

The Church in Mexicali is excited 
about having IBLAM on their campus. 


