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canals were dug throughout this region, (by Chinese la-
borers) to develop agriculture. Many of the original
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were hired for seasonal labor. Eventually there was a re-
volt and this situation changed. Cotton was introduced to
the area and became the predominant crop in the 1950s.

Today the City of Mexicali has a population of around
750 thousand. Whereas in the 1920s the Chinese pepula
tion outnumbered Mexican, but today within the city you
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As you will see in the pictures below, Mexicali is a modern
city, with shopping centers, designer clothing, people of
all economic circumstances, a University, modern motels,
sports, and traffic jams!

Mexicali

Not everyone can travel to Mexicali, so in this issue
are going to bring Mexicali to you. This city is the capi

of the Mexican state of Baja California Norte. Mexicalif L'
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also the seat of Municipality of Mexicali. Founded in 19( 3
it is situated on the U.8.Mexico border, adjacent to the §
city of Calexico, and it is the northernmost city in Latj
America. As you can readily see, the name Mexicali i
combination of letters fromMiexico andCalfornia.

For centuries before the arrival of Europeans, t
Colorado River delta had been inhabited by the Yum
people, a culture that had developed irrigation and agg
cultural techniques to produce squash, melons, peas, 2
five different colors of corn. When the Spanlsh arriver
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this resulted in the collapse of the people who were ng
tive to that area.

In the mid1800s a geologist working for the Souther <&
Pacific Railroad came to the delta area and discover. S8
what those native people had known all along: The aredore than 35 years ago the Palm Ave. Church of Christ
was rich with thick river sediment deposits from thegave their suppart to Esteban Lopez in establishing the
Colorado River, and this made it prime farming land. THe2 NRQa OKdzNOK Ay (KA & OAlUe@:
deposits extend far to the west of the river. In the 1900®ark church, in Fresno, and Sunset International Bible In-
the California Land Company received permission fro i dzii dzi ST A y [ 062012 KI @S ¢
the Mexican government to cut a canal through the deltzhurch to establish a preacher training_school on the
area to link the Colorado River with the Imperial Valleya I YS LINPLISNI & GKS OKdzNOK &i
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Mexicali is today, and the area began to grow. A series ple in both Mexico and the United States.
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Mexicali, like Burbank, Fresno, or Sacramentd
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church needs to send more workers. The Lati
American Bible Institute has begun to preparg
men, who speak the Spanish language, to do ju
that. Two of the schools students this semeste
are actually from Mexico City, where more tha
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Just like in the U.S., the lives of most people in the
thoroughly modern city of Mexicali are too busy. Most
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neighbors, and they deserve to hear the truth about
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our responsibility. | meet the operating expenses for

may return 30, 60, gone chair (with a student). Your

a 100 fold. contribution, however, may be $50,
$100, $250, $500, or more per
month. You can mail your gift to
the address below, or you can
send it along on-line.
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Esteban Lopez continues to
work with the Mexicali conger
gation to develop disciples who
are able to teach others. Many
members of the church sacrifice
daily to support the students at
LABIM.

Ong of the obvious similarities R . ]
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to country is their love for food. L
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spiritual food, other times we
feed our bodies, but we always
enjoy one another. Keeping our

eyes fixed on Jesus, working
gether to his glory in_everythir
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word will not return to him void
it will accomplish what he he Latin American Bible Institute
intended, which is to save sou of Mexicali (LABIM)
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you .ri%hly as yo% teac.:l?q arl}d € 7886 N. Millbrook Avenue
monish one another with all wi Fresno, CA 93720

dom, and as you sing psaln
hymns, and spiritual songs wi Ph: (559) 446-2550
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consideration of this mission.




